
Teresa	

Mother	is	in	the	process	of	feeding	a	solid	food	lunch	to	her	seven-month-old	daughter,	
Teresa,	who	is	in	a	high	chair	with	a	tray	alongside	a	table	in	the	kitchen.	The	tray	holds	the	
bowl	of	food	and	a	small,	plastic	teddy	bear.	
	

1. Teresa:	(bangs	the	bear	on	the	tray	surface	while	looking	directly	at	her	mother's	

eyes)	Aaaaahhhhh!	

2. Mother:	(smiles	at	Teresa	and	spoons	a	bite	into	her	mouth)	

3. Teresa:	Mmmmm...	(sounds	made	while	eating	the	mouthful)	

4. Teresa:	(puts	the	bear	in	her	mouth)	

5. Mother:	Are	you	finished	eating?	

6. Teresa:	(looks	at	her	mother	and	continues	to	mouth	the	bear)	

7. Mother:	(removes	bear	from	Teresa's	mouth	and	says	in	a	silly	voice)	Don't	eat	the	

bear!	

8. Teresa:	(looks	down	at	the	bowl	of	food)	

9. Mother:	(glances	down	at	the	bowl,	too)	

10. Mother:	Here's	more	food.	

11. Teresa:	(looks	at	her	mother)	

12. Mother:	(puts	food	in	Teresa's	mouth)	

13. Teresa:	(in	a	high	shrill	voice)	Whuh	whuh	(bangs	the	bear)	

14. Mother:	Oh,	you	like	that.	(smiles)	You're	having	a	good	time.	

	

Divide	the	14	statements	into	topic	blocks.	Draw	a	line	between	the	numbered	statements	
where	the	topic	changes,	that	is,	the	statement	changes	the	topic	from	the	topic	of	the	
previous	statement.	
	
Then	generalize	what	the	topic	block	is	basically	about,	i.e.,	the	name	of	the	topic.	
	
Then	circle	the	name	of	the	person	who	initiated	that	topic.	
	
Number	of	topics	Teresa	initiated	_________	
Number	of	topics	Mother	initiated	_________	


